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SIRI, THE NEW VOICE ASSISTANT
BY JACOB ARON
Read the following text and answer ALL questions bellow:
Apple has created a very impressive voice system. Its name is Siri. This system uses known techniques. For example, the system recognizes voice. And it processes natural language. However, Apple has not only put together existing techniques. Other systems use the same techniques. And those systems make errors! Apple will not talk about their system. But here is how it deals with errors. 

The system limits questions to specific areas. Those areas are called “active ontologies.” And this system has access to databases of information for those areas. For example, there is information for dining. The information includes restaurants, cooking styles, and dishes. The system has also the concept of a meal. The concept involves one or more people gathering to eat.

The idea of this system is not new. It was defined since 1995. But this system is different from the others. It focuses on helping in particular areas. But the system will not work out of those specific areas. 

Siri listens out for keywords. The objective is to identify a subject area. For example, it identifies words like “Mexican” or “taco.” It also asks for more information. It can ask what time to book a table. Or it can also ask how to make online reservations.

This system is unique. The best part is that it uses ordinary language. The instructions do not need a specific format. It does not look as if Google is becoming a competitor yet! But Apple should not let people expect much. Or they might dismiss this voice system for not performing unrealistic tasks.

(Adapted from “How Innovative Is Apple’s New Voice Assistant, Siri?”

newscientist.com,  November 3. 2011))

	1.
	What information does paragraph 1 say about Siri? 

	
	(i)
	It’s a system that uses unknown voice techniques.

	
	(ii)
	It’s a system that makes errors.

	
	(iii)
	It‘s an innovative system that deals with errors.

	
	(iv)
	It’s an apple system that recognizes voice.

	
	(9 points)
	

	2.
	What do we learn from Apple in paragraph 1?

	
	(i)
	It has incorporated techniques from other voice systems.

	
	(ii)
	It has created a very impressive voice system.

	
	(iii)
	It has a created an error-free voice system.

	
	(iv)
	It has uses unknown techniques in its new voice system.

	
	(9 points)
	

	3.
	“Active ontologies” are mentioned in paragraph 2 as specific areas that (-)

	
	(i)
	limit access to databases.

	
	(ii)
	deal with error systems

	
	(iii)
	put together existing techniques.

	
	(iv)
	the system limits questions to

	
	(9 points)
	

	4.
	What kind of databases of information does the system have access to? (paragraph 2)

	
	Answer: ………………………………………………………………………….

	
	(9 points)
	

	5.
	The word “concept” used in paragraph 2  involves (-).

	
	(i)
	information about restaurants

	
	(ii)
	information about cooking styles and dining.

	
	(iii)
	one or more people gathering to eat.

	
	(iv)
	a description of dishes in restaurants.

	
	(9 points)
	

	6.
	PUT A (BY THE TWO CORRECT ANSWERS

	
	Based on paragraph 3, what is this new voice system like since it was defined in 1995? 

	
	(i)
	
	It provides access to all sorts of information.

	
	(ii)
	
	It is different from the others.

	
	(iii)
	
	It focuses on helping in particular areas.

	
	(iv)
	
	It works out of specific areas.

	
	(v)
	
	It does not recognize particular voices.

	
	(vi)
	
	It helps in general areas of information about people.

	
	(2*9=18 points)
	

	7.
	It is stated that Siri has an objective when it listens out for keywords in paragraph 4. Copy the words in paragraph 4 that show this objective

	
	Answer: …………………………………………………………………………….

	
	(9 points)
	

	8.
	According to paragraph 4, Siri does all these actions except (-).

	
	(i)
	It can do bookkeeping in an office.

	
	(ii)
	It can also ask how to make online reservations.

	
	(iii)
	It identifies words like “Mexican” or “taco.”

	
	(iv)
	It can ask what time to book a table.

	
	(9 points)
	

	9.
	According to the article, what is the best part of Siri? (paragraph 5) 

	
	Answer: ……………………………………………………………………………

	
	(9 points)
	

	10.
	Based on paragraph 5, why should apple not make people expect much? 

	
	Answer: ……………………………………………………………………………

	
	(10 points)
	


11. Reference :  

What do the following pronouns refer to   ?
1- It  (line 2) ____________________________

2- It (line 11)____________________________

3- They (line 20)___________________________

12. Vocabulary :
Write the meaning of the following words in Arabic or in English:

	Word
	Meaning

	Impressive (adj)
	

	Techniques (n)
	

	Recognizes (v)
	

	Processes (v)
	

	Natural (adj)
	

	Exist (v)
	

	Error (n)
	

	Deal  with (v)
	

	System (n)
	

	Ontologies  (n)
ontology
	

	Access (n)
	

	Databases (n)
	

	Areas (n)
	

	Concept (n)
	

	Meal (n)
	

	Idea (n)
	

	was defined (v)
	

	Particular (adj)
	

	Specific (adj)
	

	Keyword (n)
	

	Objective (n)
	

	to identify (v)
	

	Reservation (n)
	

	Unique(adj)
	

	Ordinary (adj)
	

	Language(n)
	

	Instructions (n)
	

	Format(n)
	

	Competitor(n)
	

	expect (v)
	

	Dismiss(v)
	

	Performing(n)
	

	Unrealistic(adj)
	

	Task (n)
	

	Book (v)
	


2. Complete the following sentences using words in the above table:

1. Siri is a ____________ that can understand the natural language.

2. David _________ you all to come to his party tomorrow.

3. Mrs. Linda gave us a __________. We need to write five sentences about the moon.

4.tourists should make their __________ in hotels before travelling.
5.Can I please _________ a table in your restaurant?

Parts of speech:
	Verb
	No un
	Adjective
	Adverb

	
	Competitor(n)
	
	

	
	
	Impressive (adj)
	

	
	
	Natural (adj)
	

	Preforme (v)
	
	
	


Good Luck

Your English Teacher

Abeer Abu Akel

1

