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Islamic City and Medina in Islam: Problems of Term,
Content and Features

Rassem Mohy-El-deen Khamaisi

Abstract

The temporal and geographical expansion of Islamic Arab civilization and its
inclusion of different changing social environments and cultures were
accompanied by changes in the political and administrative systems. That
expansion created a rich heritage which sometimes constituted an obstacle to

modernity, production of the present and looking ahead to the future.

Some of the obstacles are connected to reinterpretation and definition of the
'term' in such a way that expresses value and circumstantial contents and features
of the physical, social, cultural and environmental texture. In the context of this
study, these obstacles are related to the city/ medina as some researchers try to
focus on 'specification' by using the term of 'al-Madina al-Islamiya/ Islamic City'
and they return to the origins and make them suitable to the present and the
future. Others try make use of the main features of the city that grew and
developed during the Arab Islamic presence, introducing and producing new
terms that are outside 'specification' and are based on the form and content of the
modern city in which there is still a majority of Arab Moslems, but, has produced
features of the modern city on foundations that constituted modern morphology
that exceeded archeology and geology that focus or are focused on heritage as

an obligatory requirement to form the city present and future.

We find this challenge between origins and modernity in the current debate about
'definition’ of the term, content, and features of the Islamic city and ‘city in Islam.

This study aims to shed light on this debate and find its causes. The study also
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tries trace the projections of this intellectual and applied debate, especially in the
case of the spread of types of cities in the contemporary Islamic countries and
societies, some of which try to root and inculcate modernity in these cities
through focusing on the attempt to find answers to the questions: Is it possible,

and how?

This study depends on a narrative and critical reading of the literatures that have
dealt with modernization and the cities in the Arab and Islamic world, selecting
some cases of the cities that probably constitute a sample that assists in
understanding the problematics of ‘term, content and features' of the Islamic city
and city in Islam
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