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"Let us go then, you and I,

When the evening is spread out against the sky
Like a patient etherized upon a table"
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For I have known the all already, known them all
Have known the evenings, afternoons
I have measured out my life with coffee spoons;
I know the voices dying with a dying fall.

Beneath the music from a farther room.
So how should I presume?
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And would it have been worth it, after all
Would it have been worth while,
After the sunsets and the dooryards and the sprinkled streets,
After the novels, after the tea cups, after the skirts
That trail along the floor

And this, and so much more?
It is impossible to say just to say what | mean!
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Shall I part my hair behind? Do | dare to eat a peach?

I shall wear white flaunted trousers, and walk upon the beach
I have heard the mermaids singing to each to each

I do not think that they will sing to me
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We are the hollow men
We are the stuffed men
Leaning together
Headpiece filled with straw, Alas
Our dried voices, when
We whisper together
Are quite and meaningless
As wind in dry grass
Or rats' feet over broken glass
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This is the dead land
This is cactus land
Here the stone images
Avre raised, here they receive
The supplication of dead man's hand
Under the twinkle of fading star
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“The purely ‘technical’ critic — the critic, that is, who writes to expound some
novelty or impart some lesson to practioners of an art - can be called a critic
only in a narrow sense. He may be analyzing perceptions and the means for
arousing perceptions, but his aim is limited and is not the disinterested exercise
of intelligence. The narrowness of the aim makes easier the detections of the
merit of feebleness of the work; even if these writers there are very few — so
that their “criticism” is of great importance within its limits. So much suffices
for Campion. Dryden is for more disinterested; he displays much free
intelligence; and even Dryden — or any literary critic of the seventeenth century
— is not quite a free mind, compared for instance, with such a mind as
Rochefoucould’s. There is always a tendency to legislate rather than to inquire,
to revise accepted laws, even to overturn, but to reconstruct out of the some
material. And the free intelligence is that which is wholly devoted to inquiry”.

Ibid., The Sacred Wood: Essays on Poetry and Criticism. London 1920 —
Reprinted 1957, pp.11-12.
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